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When listeners of Martha Stewart Living Radio have a question about caring for their cats (or 
dogs), they turn to best-selling author and radio personality 
Tracie Hotchner, host of CAT CHAT on the Sirius / XM Satellite 
Radio Network.  FMAR has been blessed to have gained the 
support of Tracie after she learned of our rescue/shelter efforts 
from one of her regular listeners.   
 
Tracie brought the keen eye of her background as an             
investigative reporter to author two encyclopedic books on pets, 
“THE DOG BIBLE:  Everything your Dog Wants You to Know,” and 
“THE CAT BIBLE:  Everything Your Cat Expects You to Know.”  
Both books are complete care guides covering topics such as, 
medical issues, training, nutrition, problem solving and much 
more. 
 
Tracie has established herself as a foremost pet wellness      
advocate, exposing a number of startling revelations about pet 
nutrition and the effects of the over-all health and well-being of 
dogs and cats.   
 
Tracie also has a “mini-empire” of weekly live radio programs, 
all of them dealing with dog and cat wellness issues.  She inter-
views experts in the field, authors of books about animals, and 
takes callers’ questions on the air. CAT CHAT® is on Wednesday 
nights on the Martha Stewart channel of SiriusXM satellite radio – 
DOG TALK & CAT CHAT® is on Saturday nights on WOR 710 AM in 
New York City, and her first show, DOG TALK® on NPR station 
WLIU 88.3 FM from Southampton New York won a prestigious 
Gracie Award in 2010 for “Outstanding Host of an Entertainment/
Information show on  public radio. 
 
In addition to her weekly live radio shows, Tracie travels across 
the country giving talks on nutrition to pet lovers (“You’re Feeding 
Your Pet, WHAT?!”) and offering herself as ‘a bridge between  
consumers and providers’ in talking to student in veterinary    
colleges from Tufts to Virginia Tech and UC Davis, with her     
presentation “Fur Parents - Managing the Two-Legged Client.”   
 
Tracie was instrumental in securing an 800 can donation of 
Soulistic from PETCO for FMAR.  Thanks to Tracie, FMAR caught 
the eye of PETCO’s Vice President of Merchandise Innovation who 
arranged for the most generous donation.  Tracie also worked her 
match making magic with the good folks at HALO who donated 
huge cases of all natural pet treats and meal supplements for the 
animals living at FMAR.   
 
A special thank you to Tracie Hotchner for her continued support.   
 

Tracie Hotchner:  Your Pets Best Friend & FMAR’s Too!  
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Our mission is to  protect  
animals and residents by  

promoting a safe and healthy     
environment for all.   

 
 MEET  

TRACIE HOTCHNER  
 
Tracie will be making her 

first Michigan             
appearance at PETCO in 
Westland, Michigan on 
April 18th to give her 
presentation, “You’re 

Feeding Your Pet, 
WHAT?!”  

 
A book signing will follow 
the event.  Books will be 
available for purchase.   

 
The event is FREE and 

open to the public,   
benefiting FMAR.  

 
See the event details 
inside this newsletter  

 
 



 

 

It is hard to believe the first quarter of 2010 has come and gone, and that FMAR is celebrating it's 
7th year.  We have come so very far and yet there is still so much more to do.  Our growth has been 
amazing and yet there are times when it feels as if progress slows to a crawl.  Our hope is that our 
supporters are pleased with what we have accomplished and where we are headed. 
 
I would like to send out special congratulations to Dr. Dhaliwal and his staff for their continued 
growth as well.  When we were first introduced to Dr. Dhaliwal as a potential veterinary partner we 
were both fairly new to our respective communities, and today we are both growing and proud to 
service our communities and their pets. In fact, Dr. Dhaliwal has grown to 5 clinic locations the 

staff proudly named TLC Pet Vet Animal Hospitals, where you will find late night and weekend hours at affordable prices. More 
information on all of the TLC Pet Vet Animal Hospitals can be found in this newsletter and on our website at www.fmar1.org.  
 
Taking a look back at FMAR, I can remember when Pete and I were stacking kennels in our family room in a home that we 
loved and enjoyed with our family. Today our house is not quite so nice but we have a shelter filled with animals and another in 
process of being ready to help more animals than we ever dreamed we would.  Our first barn started with dirt floor and a     
couple of horse stalls. Now it hosts 9 inside/outside dog kennels, a community cat room, teen cat room and even a small area 
for our kittens.  Soon after completing renovation of the first barn we concentrated on adding our community cat room so our 
felines could live in a more homey, open setting.  The third addition added a much needed laundry, restroom, and storage   
areas.   
 
Now we are in the next phase of actually giving our dogs and cats space they can call their own.  This will be our grandest   
accomplishment to date.  It will make our facility safer for potentially dangerous dog and cat interactions and give us more 
room to house twice as many animals as we do today, as well as give more room to isolate the animals who need extra care. 
 
We owe our success to our supporters, volunteers and a faith in God to get us through anything we believe in.   
 
Our capital campaign is in full swing and we are determined to have our felines and dogs in their new and/or improved         
facilities by the time the leaves drop from the trees in the fall.  You are all invited and encouraged to visit our new and          
improved website www.fmar1.org for updates on the barn renovations as well as pictures and videos of our adoptable pets, 
ways to help FMAR that won't cost you a dime, and companies that have partnered with FMAR to bring you quality                 
merchandise at affordable prices while giving a little something back to FMAR for your purchases.  Our e-news is great too, so 
if you aren't currently on our e-mail list you can sign up for our e-news on our website as well. 

 
Thank you for being a 
part of our journey.  As 
in the past, our      
promise remains to do 
our best to make you 
proud to support FMAR, 
and to continue to do 
our part to create a 
healthy and safe      
environment for all.    
 
Blessings and hugs to 
all… 
 
Marcy  

From the Desk 
of  the Vice 
President  

 
Marcy 

LaFramboise 
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It was just about two years ago when our cat population 
soared out of control and FMAR was in desperate need of 
more daytime cat people.  Our volunteer coordinator Eileen 
(affectionately known as Weezey) was great at finding just 
the right person at the perfect time so we weren't too wor-
ried.  We would just do the best we could until someone 
special showed up to help. 
 
April is the time of year when people are ready to get out 
and do something new. Flowers and just starting to bud, and 
of course kitten season is in full swing.  It was a beautiful 
day in April of 2008 when Janice Logue walked into the   
shelter and said she had come to volunteer her time.  As 
soon as she walked in we knew she would be the person we 
needed to jump in, learn quickly, and get down to business.  
Janice has three cats of her own so she was a great fit     
indeed.  In fact by the second week it was as if Janice had 
always been a part of our team.  She knew where everything 
was and she did her best to give meaning to "a place for 
everything and everything in its place."  In fact she became 
famous for her notes and great communication. 
 
Pete doesn't worry at all about the cats when Janice is there 
because he knows she can handle giving medications, and 
is always willing and anxious to learn new things.  When a 
situation arises that she needs help with she stays calm and 
takes charge.  After Janice had been with us for about a year 
she became a person we went to for help with some of our 
events as well.  She would sell tickets, greet people, and dig 
in wherever she was needed. 
 
FMAR is blessed to have Janice as part of our team and we 
hope she is able to stay with us for many more years to 
come.  We appreciate her dedication and love of animals, 
and her helpful, get it done attitude. 
 

Thank you Janice! 

Special thanks to the Belleville Service Unit Girl Scout groups 
who collected and donated pet food and supplies to help all of 
the animals of Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue.  You     
support and generosity is appreciated.  We would like to      
extend a special thank you to Ashley and mom Lori for         
delivering and being a special part of FMAR. 
 

 
We would also  like to thank Girl Scout Troop 41332 for      
visiting the shelter, bringing donations and making the cutest 
catnip mice out of baby socks. It was pleasure having you visit. 
Thank you: Chelsey, Negth, Hailey, Savannah, Riley,Madison, 
Rylie, MacKenzie, Holly, Autumn, Abby,Elizabeth, and Saman-
tha. 

THANK YOU GIRL SCOUTS!  



 

 

This article is dedicated to all of the people who love and care for animals with special needs.  FMAR is using this newsletter to 
honor some of our special needs animals who have gone over the bridge and now living in peace with their maker.  This      
particular story is about two very sweet baby kittens we affectionately named Taffy and Tiger. 
 
There was a knock on the shelter door and behind the door stood a gentleman holding two tiny tortoise shell kittens in his 
arms.  I don't think they weighed over a pound each and they were definitely not ready to be away from mom.  The gentleman 
who brought them said that they were found in the park without a mom and the township suggested that he bring them to us 
to see if we had room for them. 
 
We fixed up a spot in our isolation kitten kennels and heated up a warming disc for them to curl up on while we fixed breakfast 
for them.  They were both unsure of what to do with the feast we had prepared for them at first, but with a little coaxing it didn't 
take long for them to catch on and learn how to eat.  We estimated their age at about 4 weeks and they were so small we kept 
them in isolation for about a week before transferring them to a larger space where they could start to move around and play a 
bit.  They seemed really active but seemed to be growing at a slow pace.  We accredited their slow growth to not having a mom 
to nurse them and didn't think much more about it. 
 
Once we estimated that they were about 10 weeks old we began the regimen of testing and giving them their first vaccination.  
We were devastated when their Feluk/FIV test results came back positive for Feline 
Leukemia.  Although we know a cat can live many healthy years with Feline Leuke-
mia we also knew that this was a disease that compromises their immune system 
and was contagious to the other cats in the shelter.  They would have to be isolated 
from the other cats and if we needed to find them a home where their immune sys-
tems would be at less risk of infection than in a kennel situation. So far they were 
acting very healthy so we decided to wait a couple of weeks, keep them in our 
prayers, and test them again.  The results were the same.  Not wanting to give up 
yet, we waited another 2 weeks and tested again….positive results.  This was when 
we realized that no matter how many times we tested they had feline leukemia and 
we would need to keep them isolated until we could find them a home without any 
other cats. 
 
We knew isolation kennels would be way too small for them to live in the rest of 
their lives so we kept them in the larger kitten kennels away from the other felines 
where they were given extra special attention.  Tiger grew at a faster pace than Taffy 
but they were both very active and needed more space to stretch and move around.  
We decided to give them one of our adult kennels that we could close off from the other cats and at the same time, give them 
room to climb, jump and be active kittens.  For a while they both seemed to be doing great and then Taffy caught an upper 
respiratory infection and we lost her within a couple of days. 
 
Tiger was still a solid fat little girl who would climb to the top of the kennel and peer out at everyone with the look of pure joy on 
her face.   It was a couple of weeks later when we noticed Tiger was getting an eye infection.  We put her on antibiotics and 
interferon to boost her immune system right away.   She seemed to be responding but in a couple of days she quit climbing 
and stayed in her bed sleeping and not eating. We took her to the vet to see if there was something we could do to help her, 
but she lost her battle and Tiger is now with her sister Taffy. 
 
Even though we know we did everything possible to keep them healthy while we searched for a home for both Taffy and Tiger, 
we knew a kennel was just not the place for an animal with an immune deficiency.  One thing we are sure of is that Taffy and 
Tiger knew they were loved.  They spent many happy hours at the shelter being held, brushed and spoiled.  They received great 
nutrition and medical care until they lost their battle with life.  Usually kittens born from a mom with feline leukemia don't 
make it and maybe their mom knew they would not survive, especially born outside so she abandoned them, we will probably 
never know.  We were hopeful that we would find a family who would be willing to give these girls a new home no matter how 
short their lifespan would turn out to be, but thinking about it, they did have a great home at FMAR. 
 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who had a part in caring for these beautiful kittens.  You did a fantastic job and both Taffy 
and Tiger thank you for your compassion, dedication and love. 
 
You can find more information on Feline Leukemia and FeLuk at http://www.vet.cornell.edu/fhc/resources/brochure/felv.html 

Tiger (left) Taffy (right)  
Estimated DOB:  7/3/09 
Taffy passed: 12/15/09 

Tiger Passed: 1/4/10 

This month, our pet profiles remember some of the animals that entered our lives at the shelter and unfortunately, 
did not survive long enough to find the loving homes they deserved.  Their passing is not a failure; rather a reminder 
that we must always do what we can to protect and care for our pets for a long and healthy life.  



 

 

There are times when even the best doctors and tons of love and 
care can't save those we care about.  This story is in memory of Mork and dedicated to all of the families and volunteers who 
have loved and cared for the special needs animals that fought hard but in the end lost their battles. 
 
Mork was very special to all of us who knew him for so many reasons, but I think the biggest reason was his determination to 
protect and love his best friend Mindy.  For months Mork was seen eating out of garbage cans, running in the cemetery and 
dashing off into the woods whenever anyone would try to get close to him.  A short time later that we discovered he had an 
accomplice who we named Mindy.  Mindy would wait patiently at the back of the cemetery for Mork to bring food and then  
together they would disappear into the woods.  Mindy looked much healthier than Mork who was emaciated and obviously in 
need of care.  A neighbor finally caught both of them by putting out a trail of treats until they finally made it close enough for 
him to contain them. He said, "All you had to do is catch the lady and the gent was sure to follow". 

 
Once they were both secure in this gentleman's greenhouse we gathered them up and 
took them back to the shelter where the spoiling and loving began.  Even though Mork 
was emaciated he didn't seem to want to eat and he was coughing.  Mindy would eat 
little bites, but she didn't act like she was starving despite the fact that she had a very 
large belly.   With both of their symptoms familiar to us, worry set in the first day, as all 
of us were thinking the same thing….HEARTWORM DISEASE. 
 
Mork had already developed the cough so we decided to do testing right away, and sure 
enough they both tested positive for heartworm disease.   Pete immediately called the 
vet and took them in for an exam.  Full blood work and urinalysis was done to see if 
there were any other problems and we found that Mindy's symptoms included mild liver 
disease.  The slide showed that the heartworm disease had progressed further than 
anything Dr. Dhaliwal had ever seen in his years of practice, in fact the slide was       
covered with the evidence.  It was going to be a long dangerous process and if they   
survived the first treatment they would need to go through it all again in a month. 
 
We knew Mork was the weakest but we would have to keep a close eye on both of them 
for signs of stress, cough, or lack of appetite.  We put Mork on antibiotics and cough 
tabs right away.  We offered them both any aromatic foods and treats we could find 
including, home cooked food, canned cat food and anything else in between we could 
think of.  Within a day Mindy started to cough so we immediately put her on antibiotics, 
and she continued to eat small meals. 
 
After two days we took Mork back to the vet where he was put on IV's right away.  At 
first he responded by trying to remove the IV but was still refusing to eat.  The next day 
he still acted as if he would keep fighting, but on the third day Mork gave up the battle 
and we lost him to heartworm disease.  It was devastating for all of us.  We had come 
to love this wonderful natured and loving dog.   You could see in his face that he was 
so happy to be getting attention and love but you could see in his eyes that he was not 
feeling well. 
 
Mindy seemed to be recovering and getting stronger each day.  Her liver was even  
improving, however, her second treatment proved to be too much for her to handle and 
she too left us.   Both Mork and Mindy loved children and were happiest when          
surrounded by people and other animals. We had hoped to help both of them get well 
and we feel blessed to have been able to be a part of both of their lives and show them 
the love they deserved even if it was for a very short time. 
 
It cost about $5-10 a month to prevent heartworm disease and hundreds to possibly 
thousands of dollars to cure it if you catch it in time.   For more information on heart-

worm disease please consult your veterinarian.  A great resource for information can also 
be found at: http://www.homevet.com/petcare/heartwor.html#prevent 

 
Dr. Dhaliwal said it wouldn't have mattered what we would have done, we could not have saved our dear friends Mork and-
Mindy.  What we do know is that they had as much love and compassion as possible while they were with us.  They will always 
have a special spot in the hearts of everyone who knew them at FMAR. 

PET PROFILE 

Mork:  6/2008 - 1/2010 

Mindy: 6/2008 - 2/2010 



 

 



 

 

Thank you Hitachi Automotive Products and the Charitable 
Awards Committee (CAC) for their generous grant to FMAR 
 
Last year a lady by the name of Judy Assenmacher came across 
the FMAR website and bought a copy of "Pet Pals".  We           
appreciated her support and were excited that she was           
interested in learning about FMAR, but what blossomed from the 
purchase of "Pet Pals" is amazing. 
 
After reading "Pet Pals" Judy visited FMAR at the Westland 
Petco.  She brought along her dad's dog to have him micro 
chipped and to learn a little more about us.  During the           
conversation Judy mentioned that someone she worked with 
spotted the book on her desk and asked her about us.  Judy was 
so enthusiastic that the chair of the Hitachi CAC contacted FMAR 
to see if we might be interested in applying for a grant!  We were 
so excited that we began tackling the grant request right away. 
 

As you can imagine the medical bills to spay/neuter, vaccinate, 
test, micro chip, and give any animal that comes to stay at our 
shelter the added medical attention they may need is           
sometimes overwhelming, so our grant request to Hitachi was to 
help us to defray some of the medical costs of getting our   
adoptable animals ready for adoption. 
 
Hitachi not only heard our plea, they invited FMAR to a luncheon 
where we were awarded a very generous check!  In addition to 
the CAC check was a matching gifts check from Hitachi         
Automotive Products for the same amount! 
 
As you will read in this newsletter the medical costs to treat 
heartworm disease and feline leukemia is more than most    
privately owned shelters would be able to handle, but with the 
help of groups and individuals like Hitachi CAC and Hitachi    
Automotive Products we will have the resources needed to     
continue helping every animal that comes to us live a healthier 
and happier life as well as support pets in need within our     
community. 

THANK YOU TO HITACHI AUTOMOTIVE  

Thank you so much to the entire group who voted to 
award FMAR this very generous gift. 
 
Special thanks to Judy Assenmacher and the CAC        
Committee including, Loretta Chatman, Tracy Wettach, 
Carol Salazar, David Bowden , Amanda Flannery, Fred 
Schwendenmann and everyone who helped make this 
possible for our shelter. 

Thank you so much to Clark Towers for the generous   
donations collected during the 3rd annual pet food drive 
this year.   
 
The animals had a great time visiting with everyone and 
we look forward to visiting again next year. 

THANK YOU TO CLARK TOWERS 



 

 

LETTERS FROM HOME  

It is hard to believe, but yesterday was the 1 year anniversary 
of Mello's adoption. How time passes by! 
  
Within a month she was making herself at home - joining us in 
bed to snuggle the night through and racing around the house 
with Cassie her 'new' sister. 
  
She is a hit with everyone who visits because of her unusual 
markings, gentle attitude and ready purr. 
  
I've not lived with a cat with such a deep and loud expression 
of contentment. I like it! 
  
Each night Mello and I play after dinner and should I take too 
long with the clean-up - she lets me know with a chirp and trot 
toward the play area. The longer it takes me, the louder the 
chirp becomes! 
  
Whenever we return home from work or an outing, both are 
waiting at the door. Each has her own way of greeting us, both 
just as special. 
  
This year we took both Cassie and Mello on vacation with us to 
a lake cottage. Neither care too much for travel in the carriers, 
but quiet down after an hour or so. They had so much fun  
going from window to window chipmunk and squirrel watching! 
Cassie was quite a fan of the screened in porch, but Mello was 
content to stay in the house. 
  
When we last corresponded, you requested photos of the girls 
together. The best are when they sunbathe together or take an 
afternoon snooze.  

Sometimes, a picture speaks a thousand words.  This is the 
case when we received this email about Baxter.   
 
 
This is true love. Baxter and Stan, a nightly occurrence : )  
 

If you have adopted a deserving pet from 
Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue, we’d 
love to hear from you and include your   
success story in our “Letters From Home.”   
 
Email us at:   
 

vb-petlover@comcast.net   



 

 



 

 

Join us at  
PETCO  

Westland  
3rd Saturday of every 

month 

You can find complete details of all FMAR events and activities by logging on to our website  FMAR1.org  Remove this 
calendar and keep it handy!   

 
Cindo de Mayo! 

PNA Hall 
Belleville, MI 

 
5:30 p.m.  

See details in this issue!  

http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/clickToGive/shelterchallenge 

 
Bark for Life 

Mini Relay for Dogs 
Riggs Park 

Martinsville Rd  
 

10 - 1 

 
Sumpter Festival 

 
Celebrate Summer in 

Sumpter! 

 

• PET FEST  -  August 14 : The Pet Emporium, Ann Arbor  
• Texas Hold ‘em :-  September 4-7: Electric Stick’s, Westland 
• Saline K-9 Crusader’s Walk -  September 18 - Saline 
 

Always check the FMAR website for the latest events and more info 
FMAR1.org  

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

Belleville  
Strawberry  

Festival 

 

Join us the second      
Saturday of every month 

at the  
Pet Emporium  

4940 Copperleaf Crossing  
Ann Arbor 

18 21 

1 1 28-30 

18-20 

Meet  
Tracie Hotchner!  

Presentation & Book 
Signing  

PETCO - Westland 
2pm   

  

Pets 
On the  
Patio  

University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor  

  
 

COMING THIS SUMMER!  



 

 

FMAR Wish List  

Prayers and Encouragement 
Contracting Volunteers 
Corporate Sponsors / Building Materials  
 
Cleaning and Feeding Supplies 
 
Liquid hand soap 
Bleach, Clorox Clean-up 
Liquid laundry soap 
Small paper plates 
Paper towels / rolled towel / bath tissue  
Contractor strength large plastic garbage bags 
Tall kitchen garbage bags 
 
Office Supplies and Equipment 
 
Address labels (5160 Avery) 
Printer paper (glossy and standard)  
Large #10 envelopes 
Cannon 220 (black) 221 (cyan, magenta, yellow) 
ink cartridges  
Markers 
File folders, non-hanging 
Large plastic bins for storage (clear preferred)  
Cardboard and plastic file bins 
 
Medical 
 
Hospital supplies and equipment  
Rubber gloves 
Non-flavored electrolytes 
Hand sanitizer  
 
General 
 
Canned dog and cat food  
Dry cat food  
Leashes 
Cat litter  
Monetary donations  

.org - FMAR News 

You can still order your 
copy of  “Pet Pals”  the 
story of FMAR written by 
Co-founder, Marcy       
LaFramboise.   
 
See the back cover of this  
newsletter issue for         
ordering information 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 



 

 

  Printed on recycled paper by Johnston Lithograph, Romulus, Michigan 

Yes! I’m interested in supporting Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue!   
 
Name ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Email  _______________________________________________________________ 
Please check all that apply 
(  )  I’m interested in learning more about FMAR.  Please send me more information 
(  )  I would like to make a donation to help with your wish list.   Please contact me to  
      arrange for a delivery date. 
(  )  I’m interested in volunteering my time.  Please contact me about opportunities.  
(  )  I’m interested in adopting a pet.   _____Dog                     _____Cat 
(  )  I’m interested in receiving future newsletters and information via email.  
(  )  I’d like to order a copy of Pet Pals.  My payment of $15.95  is enclosed.   
 

Complete and return this form to:   
Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue 

P.O. Box 854 
Belleville, MI  48112 

Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue does not sell or re-distribute  information about our supporters.   

You can make your donation using your PayPal account!  
www.FMAR1.org 

 

Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization.  Contributions are tax deductible as   allowed by 

Federal law.   
 

I would like to make a donation to support 
FMAR!  

Annual Gifts:  (circle your gift amount)  
1.00     5.00     25.00     50.00     75.00     
100.00    250.00     500.00     1,000 
Other _________________ 
Monthly Gifts:  (circle your gift amount)  
1.00     5.00     25.00     50.00     75.00     
100.00      250.00     500.00     1,000  
Other  ________________ 
I would like to make my donation using:  
[ ] Visa     [ ] MasterCard  [ ] Check  
For Credit Card donations ONLY:  
 
____________________________________ 
Account Number 
 
______________________ 
Expiration Date 
 
____________________________________ 
Gift Amount         Telephone No. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Signature of Cardholder  
 
 

 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage PAID 

Belleville, MI 
Permit No. 76 

PO Box 854 
Belleville, MI  48112 

Phone:  734.461.9458 
Fax:  734.461.9459 

Email:  
Vb-petlover@comcast.net 

Deliver to Addressee or Current Resident  


